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undoing. External disputes with Colombia and Peru
dealt an additional blow to his reputation. Nevertheless,
with the aid of the clergy, Moreno maintained himself
in power for several years, until, in 1874, he fell a victim
to an assassin's dagger. Though there is great divergency
of opinion regarding him, there is no denying that Ecua-
dor enjoyed a period of unexampled prosperity under
his rule. He was violent and unscrupulous and may
possibly have lacked that jealous love for his country
which seems to have been the rule. But he was a daring
administrator, and his audacity paid, inasmuch as, at
his death, the country's finances were flourishing. In
private life he was a man whose sincere and lively faith
was worthy of all respect. Without the favouring in-
fluence of the clergy, who developed his missions and
helped to Christianize the Indians, he would never have
been able to maintain his position. Possibly, however,
he might have obtained a more favourable verdict from
republican historians, who regard him with deep resent-
ment for having brought back to this land of freedom
those very monastic orders by whom, in days gone by,
it had been enslaved, or, in other words, civilized.
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